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FAL receives ARTSFUND grant 

 President’s Message: Karen Butter 

 

An unexpected award arrived in the mail for FAL recently. Each year Girls Inc. of 
the Island City selects Alameda organizations and individuals who have gone above 
and beyond to support the empowerment of girls and to inspire them to be strong, 
smart and bold. This year Friends of the Alameda Free Library was one of the or-
ganizations so recognized in the In-Kindness Award category. Thank you to the 
Girls Inc. board and staff for this honor. We value our partnerships with local or-
ganizations. 
 

Housing is a significant concern throughout the country and in our island city. A 
local blog discussed repurposing the Carnegie Library building with apartments for 
unhoused individuals. Carnegie Libraries have a long proud history in this country, 

including for California, of bringing free library service to communities. Of the 144 Carnegie libraries built in 
California, 59 have been demolished and 36 are still libraries. Eighty-five have undergone adaptive reuse such 
as museums, city halls, community centers, art centers and police departments. Locally the Alameda Free Li-
brary was one of the first three Carnegie libraries built in California. Opened in 1903, the construction cost 
was $30,842. 
 

The blog proposal suggests repurposing the Carnegie with anywhere from 29 to 54 units. The Carnegie build-
ing is in prime location central to many services and bus lines. It’s very sad to see such a magnificent struc-
ture, that was central to life in Alameda for more than 70 years, sit unused. Carnegie was a proponent of free 
public service. Rehabilitating the Carnegie for housing appears to fall within Carnegie’s vision. 

Stay connected to FAL 
To reduce costs, we are now mailing our newsletter quarterly only. To stay updated on all our programs and 

news and to help us reduce costs even further, please sign up for our monthly email newsletter by sending 

your email address to info@alamedafriends.com. Many thanks! 

We are excited to share that FAL is the recipient of a $2,100 grant from the 2021 
ARTSFUND grant program for the period of July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2023. The 
ARTSFUND grants program was established to assist nonprofit arts organizations 
throughout Alameda county. It is managed by the Office of the Alameda County Arts 
Commission under the leadership of Melissa Wilk, Alameda County Auditor-Controller/
Clerk-Recorder and the members of the Alameda County Board of Supervisors. 
 

These funds will be used for our Friends @ Home art docent and author series and upcom-
ing Live @ the Library concert series. FAL is very grateful for this grant, which will support us in our ongoing 
work to bring arts programming to Alameda and the greater Bay Area. 
 

Special thanks to The Alameda County Arts Commission, the Alameda County Board of Supervisors and  
Alameda County Supervisor in District 3, Wilma Chan. 
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When the pandemic started, we quickly adopted Zoom as a tool for working together and staying in contact 
with all of you. At a recent board meeting, we snapped a picture to memorialize our Zoom experience. 

We are Zooming along 

Matching gifts are used by many Bay Area companies to promote philanthropic giv-
ing from their employees. Gifts from employees' spouses and retirees may also qualify 
for a match. Your company may also offer a volunteer grant program in which compa-
nies provide monetary donations to organizations where employees volunteer regular-
ly. FAL is proud to have generous matching gifts from employees of the following 
companies:   

Adobe, Airbnb, Apple, Autodesk, Chevron, Clorox, Disney, Facebook, Gap, Google, 
JPMorgan Chase, LinkedIn, PG&E, Pricewaterhouse Coopers 

Don’t know if your employer has a matching gifts program? Check in with your  
Human Resources Director for assistance. 

 

FAL’s Fund Development Manager, Kelly Ground, is available to answer your questions about matching 
funds. Please contact Kelly at groundk@alamedafriends.com  

Did you know FAL participates in matching gifts programs? 

Library reopening news 
The Main Library is open 6 days a week and they are working to add more hours.  

Face coverings are required for everyone. Physical distancing encouraged.  
The Library expects to reopen to pre-COVID hours, except Sundays, by mid-August. At that time they expect to 

open both the West End Library and the Bay Farm Island Library two days a week.  
Please check the Library website at www.alamedafree.org or follow their Facebook page @alamedafree for the 

most current information about reopening plans and other great information. 

Monday: 2:00-7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: noon-5:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Sunday: Closed 

mailto:groundk@alamedafriends.com
http://www.alamedafree.org/
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Wangechi Mutu: I Am Speaking, Are You Listening?: August 
16 @ 7 p.m. 

This talk will introduce you to Wangechi Mutu and her art, which 

includes bold sculptures of powerful female characters and fantas-

tical hybrid beings made from bronze, branches, bone, and gem-

stones. The Kenyan-American artist’s work is installed through-

out the Palace of the Legion of Honor’s galleries to create a dia-

logue with the centuries-old objects in the museum’s collections. 

You will hear how these provocative pairings challenge long-

established ideas about race, gender, and colonialism. A new vid-

eo piece by Mutu is also included in the presentation. Don’t miss 

this thought-provoking talk by docent Sharon Walton about a pro-

found and deeply moving art experience.  

Judy Chicago - A Retrospective: September 13, @ 7 p.m. 
Join us for a celebration of the life and work of a pioneering feminist artist. 
Judy Chicago rose to international prominence with her landmark installa-
tion The Dinner Party, which was first exhibited in San Francisco in 1979. 
This is the first exhibition to offer a comprehensive overview of the artist’s 
entire career. This talk will explore Chicago’s full body of work, from her 
early forays into minimalism to her current work that addresses mortality 
and environmental issues. The exhibit is organized on the heels of the forti-
eth anniversary of the first showing of The Dinner Party in San Francisco 
and in conjunction with the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote in 
the United States. This exhibition is a fitting tribute to an artist who has 
spent a lifetime fighting for social justice and female expression. There are 
some graphic images in the presentation that may not be appropriate for 
some people/ages. 

FAL Mission 

 To provide a variety of ways to contribute to the 
ongoing services and growth of the Alameda 
Free Library for the enjoyment and benefit of 
the entire community. 

 To act as steward for the library and its many 
services and programs through advocacy, volun-
teerism, and fund-raising to supplement public 
funding. 

Friends of the Alameda Free Library is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization.  
Tax ID 23-7437087 
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P.O. Box 1024 

Alameda, CA 94501 

Return Service Requested 

Stay in touch! 
        Information: info@alamedafriends.com 
        Become a volunteer: volunteer@alamedafriends.com 
       Donate funds, services, etc.: donate@alamedafriends.com 

     For the latest information on Friends events and info, check our website: www.alamedafriends.com 

Coming Events 
 

August 16, 2021: Wangechi Mutu: I Am Speaking, Are You Listening? 

September 13, 2021: Judy Chicago - A Retrospective 

October 13, 2021: Hung Liu - Golden Gate 

November 10, 2021: A Look at Some American Abstractionists  

We record most of our author talks, but copyright issues keep us from recording some the art 
docent programs. If you aren’t able to attend our webinars in real time, you can enjoy most of 
them at a later date. Recordings are posted within a few days of each event. Check on our 
website for the past events we have recorded.  
 
You may also go to YouTube.com and subscribe to our Friends of the Alameda Free Library 
channel.  Enjoy! 

 


