Fall Used Book Sale October 18 to 20
The Fall Used Book Sale will be October 18-20. Thousands of books, from cookbooks to children’s books,
from philosophy tomes to beautiful coffee table pictorials, novels, mysteries, histories and much more are
available at amazing prices. See you there!
Volunteers needed
We depend on volunteers to staff the sale, doing everything from unpacking and arranging books on the
tables to totaling purchases, helping customers move books to their cars, and packing up unsold books at
the end. For more info on volunteering for the sale, and to sign up, go to: https://tinyurl.com/yyyyalpa

Friday, October 18: Opening Sale, 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. Admission $5
Saturday, October 19: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Free
admission (Media sale, CDs and DVDs)
Sunday, October 20: Noon to 4 p.m., free admission (Box & Bag Sale)
Cash and Checks only (No Credit cards)
Albert H. DeWitt O’Club, 641 Red Line Ave.,
Alameda Point

Art docent October 21:
James Tissot
The October art docent presentation features
French artist James Tissot (1836-1902). Tissot
defied both personal and professional conventions in a career that spanned the English
Channel, earning commercial and critical success both in London and Paris. Marsha Holm
will be our docent guide for this event, presented by FAL in partnership with the Legion
of Honor Museum.
Alameda Free Library, Main Branch
6:30 p.m.to 8 p.m.
Friends of the Alameda Free Library (FAL)
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Mimi Fox headlines Oct. 12 library concert
Mimi Fox, known as “Fast Fingers” Fox, is the winner in six consecutive Downbeat
Magazine international critics’ polls. Her music is an evocative interpretation of jazz
with swing blues, Latin and bebop. She will be accompanied by Brian Ho on Hammond B3 organ and Lorca Hart on drums. This is a sold out event!
Doors open: 7 p.m.; concert begins 8 p.m.
Alameda Main Library (1550 Oak Street)
Stafford Room

Outstanding Larry Vuckovich Quintet leads off Live @ the Library
On September 14 the Friends of the Alameda Free Library staged the first of this year’s Live @ the Library
concerts. Put together by our “impresario extraordinaire” Eileen Savel, the program featured a quintet of
world jazz stars headed by pianist Larry Vuckovich and guest soloist Alvon Johnson.
Vuckovich began the program with a
few standards composed by Vince Guaraldi, including a marvelous version of
“Cast Your Fate to the Wind,” which
Guaraldi composed for his album based
on the movie Black Orpheus. Latin percussionist John Santos took his first opportunity to wow the audience with his
work on this piece. But the fireworks
were just starting. Alvon Johnson took
the stage and, alternating between slow,
deep voiced vocal standards like
“Autumn Leaves” and guitar riffs putting one in mind of Jimmie Hendrix,
literally “brought the house down.” He
also showed some comedic chops that
got many laughs.
Johnson gave adequate time for the other musicians to display their talents with excellent solos by guitarist
Jeff Massanari, drummer Akira Tana, and bass fiddler Doug Miller, whose work was especially enjoyable.
The group played to a packed house, as every seat in the Library’s Stafford Room was taken. The concert
was sold out, but a few walk up patrons were able to enter as some chairs were added from the adjacent
café. At the end of the evening numerous audience members were heard remarking that they really enjoyed the show, and many lined up for autographs on the CD’s that were available in the café.
The final two concerts in the series are the Mimi Fox Trio October 12 and the Dmitri Matheny Quintet November 16. These are also sold out, but a few last minute tickets may be similarly available.
—David Beall
[photo by Billy Reinschmiedt]
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FAL Board seeks Fund Development Chair to lead fundraising efforts
The Friends of the Alameda Free Library is looking for a volunteer to lead its Fund Development Committee. The individual will join the FAL Board and lead current and planned efforts to raise funds for the Alameda Free Library. The efforts include the Spring and Fall Appeal, building relationships with donors and
volunteers, managing donor systems and software and working with the Board and community to plan and
organize large capital campaigns. Ideally, the individual will have experience in fund development.
For more information contact info@alamedafriends.org.

FAL President’s Report: August Meeting

Help FAL save money!

FAL is looking for ways to encourage those who receive a copy
of the monthly newsletter by mail to switch to the online edition.
A request will appear in the newsletter and the Board discussed
contacting people by phone to let them know of the option/change.
The Board was very pleased to welcome Sita Peddada as book
sale manager. She will be working closely with Peg Rosen, the
former book sale manager who did an outstanding job. To distribute the responsibilities, specific tasks were created and individuals
have volunteered for them. Sita looks forward to the challenge
and the Board is excited to work with Sita as she learns the job.
An ongoing issue for the book sale is how to inform Alameda
teachers of the special Friday afternoon sale before doors open to
the public. Board members will contact the school district again to
explore ways to reach the teachers.
The Café has contracted with new vendors for a number of products and welcomes comments.
For the first year Live @ the Library tickets were sold out by
September 1. The Alameda Journal had a wonderful front-page
article about the series and the artists but no tickets were available
by the time the article ran resulting in a few unhappy readers. The
Board expressed strong appreciation to Library Director Jane Chisaki for her outstanding support.
Another program to honor Black History Month is in development. The theme for February 2, 2020 will be Voices from Black
Youth with a moderator and panel. The Committee is working to
identify panelists and will engage a videographer to record the
program. As an added feature there will be a Docent program on
February 10, Soul of a Nation: Art in the Age of Black Power,
1963- 1983.
—Karen Butter

It costs $1.25 to print and mail each newsletter;
money for printing all the newsletters could go to
library programs FAL supports. If you receive the
printed newsletter and can
switch to the online version,
please let us know by sending your email address to:
info@alamedafriends.com.

Friends of the Alameda Free Library (FAL)

Mission: Friends of the Alameda Free Library


To provide a variety of ways to contribute to the
ongoing services and growth of the Alameda
Free Library for the enjoyment and benefit of the
entire community.



To act as steward for the library and its many
services and programs through advocacy, volunteerism, and fund-raising to supplement public funding.

Newsletter Production: Karen Roemer, Jan Greene
Copy Editor: Kris Matarrese
E-Newsletter Editor: Karen Manuel
Friends of the Alameda Free Library is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Tax ID 23-7437087
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Coming Events
October 12: Live @ the Library:
Mimi Fox
Alameda Free Library, Main Branch
Doors open at 7 p.m.; concert starts 8 p.m.
October 18-20: FAL Used Book Sale
Alameda Point, “O” Club
October 21: Docent Lecture: James Tissot
Alameda Free Library, Main Branch
6:30 to 8 p.m.
November 16: Live @ the Library:
Dmitri Matheny
Alameda Free Library, Main Branch
Stay in touch!
Information: info@alamedafriends.com
Become a volunteer: volunteer@alamedafriends.com
Donate funds, services, etc.: donate@alamedafriends.com
For the latest information on Friends events check our website:
www.alamedafriends.com.

