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May 14 Art Docent Event: Cult of the Machine  
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Come learn about Precisionism—a streamlined, 
“machined” aesthetic that flourished in America 
during the 1920s and 1930s. The ambivalence 
and excitement about industrialization expressed 
in art works by the Precisionists are particularly 
relevant today—in this age of the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution, in which robots are 
replacing human labor and artificial intelligence 
is becoming a part of our everyday lives. 
The presentation is based on an exhibit at the de 
Young Museum running through Aug. 12. 
  
The event will be from 6:30 pm to 8 pm at the 
Alameda Free Library, 1550 Oak St., Alameda, 
in the Regina K. Stafford Room. It is sponsored 
by Friends of the Alameda Free Library, in 
partnership with the de Young Museum.

Moratorium on book donations:  The hard-working 
folks who organize books in the donation room take 
time for other tasks just before and after the sale, so 
the book donation room will be closed April 24 to 
May 13.

Charles Sheeler, American Landscape, 1930

• May 10, 17, 24, 31: Paws to Read. Children in kindergarten through 5th grade can read their 
favorite books to certified therapy dogs. Register ahead of time by calling 747-7705. 3:45 p.m. 
and 4:15 p.m. 

• May 19: Drop-in art program. For all ages, children under 10 must bring an adult. Main Library, 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

• May 26: Sensory Friendly Family Film: The Boss Baby. Featuring lower sound, brighter lights 

MAY FAL-supported programs in the library



What are your earliest memories of reading and books?  My parents and 
grandparents read to me as a child, and as I grew older, they took me on weekly trips to 
the Alameda Children’s Library to check out books.  To me this library was a magical 
place, full of wonderful books and displays to explore.  When I became a Media Center 
teacher in the public school system, I remembered my early experiences in the 
Children’s Library and tried to recreate that environment in the school library. 
Do you enjoy “actual” books?  Ebooks?  I read both, but prefer reading actual books 
because I can pause and flip back to reread specific parts, highlight sections and make 
notes.  Ebooks are great for travel and they also allow me to enlarge fonts, allowing me 
to read for a longer period of time.  I’m so happy our library has many options for 
readers. 
What are you reading these days?  I like to read historical fiction, biographies and mysteries of all kinds.  I am 
currently reading a mystery series by Donna Leon, set in Venice, Italy.  I also like to reread some of the classics I 
read in my youth — perhaps to gain a different perspective. 
You are hosting a literary dinner party in your favorite Alameda restaurant.  Which authors (alive, dead or 
imaginary) would you invite and why?  I found this question very difficult as there are so many authors I would 
love to meet.  Some authors are geniuses but may not be the best of dinner partners.  I would invite George Eliot, 
Toni Morrison, William Faulkner, Margaret Atwood, George Orwell, Roald Dahl, and John LeCarre.  Their 
combined life experiences would make for good conversation. 
Tell us a bit about your personal involvement with the Friends of the Alameda Free Library.  I served on the 
Foundation Board for eight years.  When the Foundation merged with the Friends of the Library, I continued to 
serve on the Friends’ board.  We have a dedicated team of volunteers who work diligently to raise funds to support 
our library programs, technology needs, and the long term needs of the library. 
What are your hopes for the future of the Alameda Free Library?  I hope our library continues to be an 
important resource for the community.  It is wonderful to see programs for readers of all ages at all three branches.  I 
hope our team of volunteers continues to grow.  Volunteers are vital to the support of our library.  There is a place for 
everyone!  

Tenth year of Live @ the Library in the works

Become a Sponsor:  In sponsoring the 2018 concert series, you 
will support the Alameda Free Library, a learning environment 
that serves Alameda citizens from all socio-economic levels.  
Programs include preschool story times, homework help, summer 
reading programs, literacy tutoring, book clubs, technology 
classes, school resources, teacher programs, and much more.  
Corporate or personal  sponsorship will enable all proceeds from 
the concerts to directly support library programs and technology.  
Your sponsorship will help our library flourish!  For more 
information, please contact 
 Kimberlee MacVicar at 510-299-0450 or 
 Luzanne Engh at 510-325-5776

Save the dates: 
Plan to attend the always popular 
Live @ the Library Concerts.   
 September 17 
 November 15 
 December 8 
Artists and programs will be  
announced in June.  Tickets will 
go on sale in August.

Volunteer: The Live @ the Library concert 
committee is seeking volunteers to help plan 
and present three evening concerts each fall at 
the Alameda Main Library.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for: 
Support manager, concert set up/take down, 
ticket manager, ticket sales, sponsorships or 
publicity,  
please contact us at www.alamedafriends.com

Meet Friends board member Marlene Grcevich
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President’s Board report: March meeting  
--The March electronic newsletter was well received and 
generated new volunteer contacts. The Communications 
Committee will look into how long mailing of the printed 
newsletter takes. The committee urged FAL volunteers 
and supporters to “like” and “share” FAL Facebook posts.   
--The Book Sale Committee is doing an outstanding job. 
Banners for the Spring Book Sale have arrived and will 
placed in Alameda parks the week before the May book 
sale. Construction has  closed one entrance to Alameda 
Point so book sale shoppers will need to use the Old Main 
Gate to get to the O’Club. The Book Sale Committee will 
put up directional signs.  
--The building at Alameda Point where the Book Sale 
Committee stores books will no longer be available in 
about four years, and no other building is available in the 
area. The Board asked the Book Sale Committee to 
develop specifications for a new storage space. 
--Around 50-60 people attended an outstanding March 
Docent Program on the Casanova exhibit, with an 
excellent bibliography on Casanova compiled by 
Librarian Cosette Ratliff. New docent lectures were added 
for the remainder of the calendar year.  
--Live@ the Library is working to identify local 
businesses who could provide sponsorships for Live@the 
Library. Luzanne Engh (luzengh@comcast.net) is 
collecting names of businesses.  The Board and Library 
approved the display of quilt blocks from the Alameda 
Quilt Guild during the Fall Live @ the Library concerts.  
--Karen Butter

Mission: Friends of the Alameda Free 
Library        

✓ To provide a variety of ways to 
contribute to the ongoing 
services and growth of the 
Alameda Free Library for the 
enjoyment and benefit of the 
entire community. 

✓ To act as steward for the library 
and its many services and 
programs through advocacy, 
volunteerism, and fund-raising 
to supplement public funding. 

2018 FAL Officers and Directors 
President: Karen Butter 
Vice President: Kumar Fanse 
Secretary: David Beall 
Treasurer: Bill Gibbs 
Directors: Eileen Bitten, Luzanne Engh, 
Marlene Grcevich, Nancy Johnsen 
Horton, Karen Manuel, Honora Murphy, 
Billy Reinschmiedt, Carole Robie, 
Karen Roemer, Eileen Savel, and Jo 
Winzenread. 
Newsletter Editor: Kris Matarrese

FAL celebrates National Library Week by providing meals to librarians

To celebrate National Library 
Week, FAL delivered lunch to our 
creative, hardworking and 
dedicated librarians on April 12. 
Pictured are library 
associates Shirley Wong, Paulette 
Brewer and Ella Norris.  

Thanks for all you do!



  

 P.O. Box 1024 
 Alameda, CA 94501 

 Return Service Required 

 

Coming Events 
➣May 14: Art Docent Program: The Cult of the 
Machine 
 6:30-8 p.m., Main Library 

➣July 16: Art Docent Program: Truth & Beauty: 
The Pre-Raphaelites & the Old Masters. 
 6:30-8 p.m., Main Library 

For the latest information on Friends events 
check our website, www.alamedafriends.com. 
Stay in touch!  
  Information: info@alamedafriends.com 
  Like our Facebook Page: Friends of the Alameda Free Library 
    Share, get notifications 
  Become a volunteer: volunteer@alamedafriends.com 
  Donate funds, services, etc.: donate@alamedafriends.com
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